The limitations of the study are freely admitted, especially regarding female delinquency, because there were not sufficient cases available to reach valid conclusions. Much depends upon the way in which the research workers look at the factors involved, and in particular upon the conceptual framework into which the data are fed for processing and validation. For example, on pp 90-91 the author quotes from Eysenck's book 'Crime and Personality' (1964) in which crime is regarded as a purely social illness. In the experience of the reviewer this restricts the study to two dimensions. The social factors in the production and facilitation of delinquent behaviour are important, but there is the third dimension, and that is crucial. Man, perhaps alone in the animal kingdom, has an inner world in which situations can be worsened, bettered or at least be modified. Much of the statement about the inconclusiveness of the study discussed in the last chapter of the book could have been very different had this third dimension been taken into account, and the dynamics of the unconscious mind acknowledged. Nevertheless, this book contains much that is of value.
A HYAIT WILLIAMS

Consultant Psychiatrist Taoistock Clinic. London NW3
Accessory Glands of the Male Reproductive Tract (Perspectives in Human Reproduction, vol 6) ESF Hafez & F Spring-Mills (ed) pp 303 £16.50 Michigan: Ann Arbor Science 1979 This volume, which is part of a series on human reproduction, contains a fund of information some of it rather too esoteric for the average urologist. It deals predominantly with the anatomy and pathology of the seminal vesicle and prostate. The first two chapters deal with the embryology and functional anatomy and it is interesting to note that there is very little recent work on human material but a lot of references to recent animal work. Functional biochemistry is discussed. in prodigious fashion, for instance details are given about approximately thirty different components found in seminal vesicular fluid, and this is followed by a description of the effects on these secretions of antiandrogens, other hormones and vasectomy. Prostatitis is discussed in great detail and the rationale for treatment in bacterial and non-bacterial forms is explained -from the practical point of view this is never so clear cut.
The last two chapters, covering pathology, comprise 40% of the book. The first deals with non-proliferative conditions which include cysts, calculi, calcification and nine types of prostatitis. The last chapter is on proliferative lesions and neoplasms. Prostatic hyperplasia is discussed as two entities: the prostatoductal of which five types are mentioned and nodular hyperplasia. Similarly, carcinoma is described under many headings, the majority being prostatoductal and prostatoglandular. For the clinical urologist these last two chapters are unnecessarily complicated. For the urological pathologist the quality of the figures is distinctly poor. Although this book contains much information which andrologists would find useful, urologists and pathologists would be better served by their standard reference books. It is not possible to illustrate the surgical assessment of the viability of flaps or the nice judgment that results in a perfect aesthetic result.
PH LWORTH
Consultant Urological Surgeon University Col/ege Hospital. London
There are some surprising omissions: presumably corrective rhinoplasty is consigned to the volume on 'Nose and Throat' (although the surgery of cleft lip and palate is illustrated both here and in 'Paediatric Surgery'). There is no mention of the surgery for the aging face or reconstructive mammaplasty. Most readers will miss the description of some personal favourite procedure, but will benefit from seeing the alternative selected.
This book is a fine attempt to illustrate the principles of plastic surgery. It will be valued by trainees in the field and by surgeons worldwide without the opportunity for practical training in the specialty, yet called upon to apply the techniques to the problems they encounter. It does not aim to provide a guide to the aspiring 'cosmetic surgeon', Plastic surgeons will give it a warm welcome.
R F BROWN
Section Editor,SectionofPlastic Surgery
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